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Introduction

Black alder (4/nus glutinosa (L.) Gaertn.) is widespread across
Europe, both in forest and on open land along the watercourses.

It plays a major role in nature conservation, thanks to its relation
with the river ecosystems and its network distribution on open land.

Crown architecture

The stem of black alder
is generally straight and
without forks. Branches
are small since, because

the tree does not produce
shade leaves, natural
pruning begins very
early and progresses fast.
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alder needs abundant soil water. The

root system is adapted to very wet,
including anaerobic soils. Its root
system helps to stabilise river banks.

As a forest tree, alder does best in mixtures of light-
demanding species such as ash, maple and oak.

Normally, black alder can be grown over a rotation of
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